BOOK REVIEW SAMPLE:

THE GIRL WHO PLAYED WITH FIRE

The girl who played with fire is the second novel in the Millennium
trilogy by Swedish writer Stieg Larsson. A thriller, set in modern-day
Sweden, it immediately became an international best-seller.

In this book, the same main characters from the first book reappear,
journalist Mikael Blomkvist and the extraordinary girl Lisbeth Salander,
a freelance investigator. This time, Lisbeth herself becomes the suspect
of a triple murder. Three people are shot on the same day, and her
fingerprints are found on the murder weapon. She goes quickly into
hiding, and Mikael, whose life she saved in the previous book, is
determined to prove her innocence. Devastated by the fact that two of
the murder victims were colleagues of his, but convinced that Lisbeth
cannot possibly have been involved, he works first on his own, and then
with the police, to discover what really happened. Meanwhile Lisbeth,
carefully keeping out of everyone’s sight, is making her own
investigations.

The great strength of this book, and what makes Larsson’s books so
different from other recent detective fiction and thrillers, is the
character of Lisbeth. Most famous fictional detectives or investigators
tend to be either middle-aged policemen with marital problems, female
forensic scientists, or middle-aged male intellectuals. Lisbeth, however,
is a young slightly autistic girl from a broken home, who is also a
computer genius. She is an intriguing character, and in this book we
find out a lot more about her, among other things who her father is,
and why she spent her teenage years in a psychiatric hospital. My only
criticism of the novel would be that the early sub-plot about Grenada is
not very relevant and could have been cut.

Not only is this a complex and absolutely gripping novel, but it also
tackles real problems in society, and most unusually I think for a
sequel, is even better than its predecessor. For all lovers of crime novels
and thrillers, the Millennium trilogy is a must.



